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Data Recovery Excavation
of LA 86322 st Alamogorde,
a| Mero County, New Mexico
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Abstract

In 1998, SWCA, Ine. condected data recoyers
pvvestizitioe il LA 66822 o large mwiltipls himesicad
site north of Adamogordo in Odero Coums, Mew
Belesigon, Tl imvestigneion was coanpleied og lhe regucst
of the Mew Mexieo Baie Highway and Teansportadion
Plepartment, prior b constrnchion of the Alamogondo

Eulivl Ko,

Investiations ar LA &692T consisied ol a progrnm of

surfisee enllectim, shovel sompang. hand excavation
af awits, and hackhos trenchies, Seven sorface
coplbechao units were de fined alanif@et coneeniraticns
el povyvered 51 50 M. Shovel seraping was coiwducted
ain i o b ol aincns Dot pramarily fo deling ihe eoied
of'a Bowse Bamdiation, A votal ol 7.5 5q. mowws shoeel
scraped, Minstesn unils vwene hand exeavited. civering
255 sl m. Five backbos rrencles, esch o cm wide.
wwiere cacavated (hor a tdal trench lenpah of 35 m).
Thivty-wine foatures wene meconded (o= opposed 10
seven testores identiled during the survey and esting
phascs of the projecty, The leatures inchuded house
femmcltions, ctems, roads, Fence liwes, rash damps.
artifmen clusters, rectungular berms. asl stains, rock
aligniments g diversion dam. a culvert. a dugoul, i
priva. a puing house. and o owater uimk looandation.
Wany historie artifaets were vecovercd bot they
meprescnt a small fraction ol Use tol sibe :-|.'--:~l.'||||.l|-!|;_£1.'
A s p||:l||-1u|'i|_' sleeinls @l Mk stone arbificts were
alsr recovered.

he excavations and archival histore research for LA
D77 jelenti ed three hoanesteads occupied dusing the
coarly Dol A fourth homestemd. |I'm|=.:_-.h |1l.‘!|r'|'l:'.. igl
aeel Fall svithin the sie houndares. Thice of the
fomestends oin the scefaon were estublished af n time
when Alineogosda’s eoonany lend been hurl by b of
snilrcad  pnd lamber gobs, coosieg ity leaders 1o
ccouraze ofher types of eennmie activity, Tl fouth
homeestend prodaved the wawn's coonomic downtuns
I huis, ihe homestends lend support 0 e o Thal

Gairming seas pant of 3 delibemde ailempr o diversily

the kool ecomwany - bt alse support the mstion thar
fivrmers were intercsied in the ane betione the lecal
coenomic downtmms of 1905 and 07

Ihe study reveabed that substantial pmoamis of kabor
had been devoted o il homesieads. creating
permanent omies, nnd fhat 1 e steading wiis na
merely tod lamild spoculofion, The wrifsct assemblage
supess thar fhe occupams of fhe oanesteads were
solidly middle cless amd had ready acoiss o a variefy
ul gostds bt tharl Bl o the “Irsnticr” stll eeguire] &
desrree of se It reliance. Shared construetion attribues
sutgpest that the same person oF persens may have bl
two ol the houses and the two cistems. Une of the
bt sy Teavs bocn abemdoned as cardy' ag 1910,
The: nileers may hinve bocn reaccigicd by now owners
oo Ty siguitlers, but were probably abandoned by the
mikd- 192k Cartoeraphie evidence indicates gt
sircAures wiene preseinl i s aren in P95 [ sugeestuege,
in fun cises Lhat the Toases may have been moved
o Lhis location or the mnterialks wially salvaged)
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