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Abstract

A Hig hway T'hrgugh T‘lma: Archacologeal dala mecoviery myvestigations were conducted = mine sites along the Mow Mexeo 910 righs

. = of way im Cirsnr ard Hildage counties, Mew Mexico., These sites inclusde Forest Home (LA TRIE),
Archaeological Investigations Wood Canyon (LA 90631}, Beargrazs (LA 121158), Peterson Casyos (LA 1721150), Power (LA 121210),
Alnﬂg H-M gu_ LA 200D, L 120064, LA 121165, and LA 121209, Dste relevant o the Late ArchaicGarly Apnculural,

Early Fir Hawse, and Late Fit Flouse as well as prodohistoric intervals were necovenad ard analyred.

m Late Archasc/Farly Agricubturol period composents From Forest Home, Weod Canyon, and Beargrass
Project Mumizer 3654 represent subsiantial agriculvaral setlemnents walls stinectures, larpe sorape facilinies, mesous exirumaural

thernasl and non-thbermal pies, asd borials associated with hipl densities of antifscts and thick caltural
deposies. Dating betwern approsimatoly 80 BC and ALY 200, these serilemuents prodused ihe earlz=st
evidetcs of madze productson thas far in the Mimbres region. Dt frm the sites sugecst thesr use over
boieg periads of the year

Farky Fit House period compenems ar Fores Home and Poswer are interpreizd as small seasenal agriculiural

- sotibements with few structures, extrmnural femuses, mnd one burial. Pribsd 1o the sarky end of the period,
these companents offer datn on early cermmic production gnd farilier eeidence o suppon a ssasonal
setilemens model for the Eary Plo House, A third Early T House component ot Beangrass is recogmized
by paily wiie very swbistantial slructupe datiing relatively lale n the sequence. The libof isvestmend i fs
TR0 supeesls a major commitment ie the location and perhaps a winber oocupalban

[ntenzive use of the area during the Thiee Circle phase of the Late Pit Howse peesod i indicaisd by the
vecupations af Besrgrss and Peverson Canvon. Both imdicate mixed farning aid forngeog activitgs
Peeargrass was b large comtmunay with muhiple structures, burials, amd extrarmiod fecilnies, whils
Petersom Canyvon cossisied of a dlagle pit strocire, a possibile sarlace strvcbare, aind 8 sparse sifbcl
sssemblnge. Clesnsal compossiional asd petrographic analyses of the Mimbres Black-omwhide coramsss
irdicate producteon centers m the Mimbees Valley,

Une chronometnic determaation from Wossd Canvan suggests a bevel protohsstone sosupation belween
ALY 1300 and |'HE Derived from a shallow, oval pat structare thaught to be Late ArchaicEarly
Apriciliural pericd in ape, the dse was ot nssocinted with Furcamerican goeds, ammenw poinle. or late
ciramic Bypes that coald seppor ils sccwnecy
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