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Investigations at LA 110299, a Late
Dinetah Phase Occupation along U.S. 550,
Marth of Cedar Hill, New Mexico
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ABSTRACT

The Mew Mexico State Highway and Transporta-
ton Department (NMSHTD) has inatiaed &
proget o widen snd improve LS. Highway 550
between Astec, MNew Mexico, and the New
Meuico—Calomde  border (WMSHTD Praject
MowControd bos. WH-550-0 (39) 14 OM W00
MH-33L1 (36) 35, CN 3529, MH-350-1 (37) 27,
CN 1696), Thin endenaking complics with the
proviskond of the Mationa! Histonic Preservation
Act of 1966, s amended thrugh 1992, and
applicable regulations.

This report describes the excavarion at an early
Mavajo site, LA 110099, aloag U.5. 550 porth of
Cedar Hill, New Mexico, The repon is consiitenl
with applicable federal and state standards for
culimral resvusve manageien,

The stz is situated on saie [aad controlled by
NMEHTD and appears 1o be wholly within the
expanded righi-of-way for the widening and
improvement of LS, 550. This data secovery
pioject was implemesicd by ihe Office of
Comract Ancheology, University of Mew Mexioo
undcr a atewide sarvices consract with the hew

Mexico Stmle Highwuy and Trassportation
Department.

The dats recovery program ot LA 110299 focused
on the complate evcgvalion of an ash sain, the
recovery  of  assnciabéd | artifects, and  the
excavahon of any adiihonal subsurfsc: fesunes.
This wark revealed the presence of a small Brush
siracture, iwo ealmmurl sctivity andas waith
associaied bearths, and the recovery of 197 lithic
ariifacts and 18 ceramic (mements. Radsocarbon
asigys ohimined from com cupules imdicated a
[vinetah phase necupation. The ewidence saggests
that this sale was a residenliad camp ocoupied by
o muclear family group for 3 short period of umse,
probably during the summencarly Fall. The lithic
artifecty ndicse o Gthic sechnology  that
emphasized o combination of bifscisl reduction
and formal tool manafsctare end cxpedient ool
production. This technology sugaests that hanting
and pathering were imporiant componsits of (he
carly MNavajo sebsisience sysiem. The chamed
macrobotanical remaiis recovered Froims the fill ol
the festures also pappart A reliance on wild plant
respurces supplemented by maize agriculivre.



